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Item 8.01 Other Events.

On March 12, 2021, following informal discussions with the Federal Trade Commission (the “FTC”), AstraZeneca PLC (“AstraZeneca”) notified the FTC
that it has elected to withdraw and refile its notification and report form under the Hart-Scott-Rodino Antitrust Improvements Act of 1976, as amended (the
“HSR Act”) in connection with AstraZeneca’s previously announced plan to acquire Alexion Pharmaceuticals, Inc. (“Alexion”), in order to give the FTC
additional time to review the proposed transaction.

The parties originally filed their respective notification and report forms on February 10, 2021.  AstraZeneca’s notification and report form was withdrawn
effective as of March 12, 2021, and AstraZeneca intends to refile on or about March 16, 2021.  A new 30-day waiting period under the HSR Act will
commence on the date of such refiling.  As previously announced, the parties anticipate completing the transaction in the third quarter of 2021, subject to
customary closing conditions including regulatory approvals and approval of Alexion’s stockholders and AstraZeneca’s shareholders.

Forward Looking Statements

This communication contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of Section 27A of the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, and Section 21E
of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended.  You can generally identify forward-looking statements by the use of forward-looking terminology
such as “anticipate,” “believe,” “continue,” “could,” “estimate,” “expect,” “explore,” “evaluate,” “intend,” “may,” “might,” “plan,” “potential,” “predict,”
“project,” “seek,” “should,” or “will,” or the negative thereof or other variations thereon or comparable terminology.  These forward-looking statements are
only predictions and involve known and unknown risks and uncertainties, many of which are beyond Alexion’s and AstraZeneca’s control.  Statements in
this communication regarding Alexion, AstraZeneca and the combined company that are forward-looking, including projections as to the anticipated
benefits of the proposed transaction, the impact of the proposed transaction on Alexion’s and AstraZeneca’s businesses and future financial and operating
results, the amount and timing of synergies from the proposed transaction, the terms and scope of the expected financing for the proposed transaction, the
aggregate amount of indebtedness of the combined company following the closing of the proposed transaction, are based on management’s estimates,
assumptions and projections, and are subject to significant uncertainties and other factors, many of which are beyond Alexion’s and AstraZeneca’s control. 
These factors include, among other things, market factors, competitive product development and approvals, pricing controls and pressures (including
changes in rules and practices of managed care groups and institutional and governmental purchasers), economic conditions such as interest rate and
currency exchange rate fluctuations, judicial decisions, claims and concerns that may arise regarding the safety and efficacy of in-line products and product
candidates, changes to wholesaler inventory levels, variability in data provided by third parties, changes in, and interpretation of, governmental regulations
and legislation affecting domestic or foreign operations, including tax obligations, changes to business or tax planning strategies, difficulties and delays in
product development, manufacturing or sales including any potential future recalls, patent positions and the ultimate outcome of any litigation matter. 
Additional information concerning these risks, uncertainties and assumptions can be found in Alexion’s and AstraZeneca’s respective filings with the SEC,
including the risk factors discussed in Alexion’s most recent Annual Report on Form 10-K, as updated by its Quarterly Reports on Form 10-Q, in
AstraZeneca’s most recent Annual Report on Form 20-F and in each company’s future filings with the SEC.  Important risk factors could cause actual
future results and other future events to differ materially from those currently estimated by management, including, but not limited to, the risks that:  a
condition to the closing the proposed acquisition may not be satisfied; a regulatory approval that may be required for the proposed acquisition is delayed, is
not obtained or is obtained subject to conditions that are not anticipated; AstraZeneca is unable to achieve the synergies and value creation contemplated by
the proposed acquisition; AstraZeneca is unable to promptly and effectively integrate Alexion’ s businesses; management’s time and attention is diverted
on transaction related issues; disruption from the transaction makes it more difficult to maintain business, contractual and operational relationships; the
credit ratings of the combined company declines following the proposed acquisition; legal proceedings are instituted against Alexion, AstraZeneca or the
combined company; Alexion, AstraZeneca or the combined company is unable to retain key personnel; and the announcement or the consummation of the
proposed acquisition has a negative effect on the market price of the capital stock of Alexion or AstraZeneca or on Alexion’s or AstraZeneca’s operating
results.  No assurances can be given that any of the events anticipated by the forward-looking statements will transpire or occur, or if any of them do occur,
what impact they will have on the results of operations, financial condition or cash flows of Alexion or AstraZeneca.  Should any risks and uncertainties
develop into actual events, these developments could have a material adverse effect on the proposed transaction and/or Alexion or AstraZeneca,
AstraZeneca’s ability to successfully complete the proposed transaction and/or realize the expected benefits from the proposed transaction.  You are
cautioned not to rely on Alexion’s and AstraZeneca’s forward-looking statements.  These forward-looking statements are and will be based upon
management’s then-current views and assumptions regarding future events and operating performance, and are applicable only as of the dates of such
statements.  Neither Alexion nor AstraZeneca assumes any duty to update or revise forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new information,
future events or otherwise, as of any future date.



Important Additional Information
 
In connection with the proposed transaction, on February 19, 2021, AstraZeneca filed a registration statement on Form F-4 with the SEC, which includes a
document that serves as a preliminary prospectus of AstraZeneca and a preliminary proxy statement of Alexion (the ‘proxy statement/prospectus’). The
registration statement has not yet become effective. After the registration statement is declared effective by the SEC, Alexion intends to file with the SEC
and mail to its stockholders a definitive proxy statement/prospectus. Investors and security holders of Alexion are urged to carefully read the entire
registration statement and proxy statement/prospectus or proxy statement and other relevant documents filed or that will be filed with the SEC, because
they contain or will contain important information. Investors and security holders will be able to obtain the registration statement and the proxy
statement/prospectus or the proxy statement free of charge from the SEC’s website or from AstraZeneca or Alexion as described in the paragraphs below.
 
The documents filed by AstraZeneca with the SEC may be obtained free of charge at the SEC’s website at www.sec.gov. These documents may also be
obtained free of charge on AstraZeneca’s website at http://www.astrazeneca.com under the tab ‘Investors’.
 
The documents filed by Alexion with the SEC may be obtained free of charge at the SEC’s website at www.sec.gov. These documents may also be obtained
free of charge on Alexion’s internet website at http://www.alexion.com under the tab, ‘Investors’ and under the heading ‘SEC Filings’ or by contacting
Alexion’s Investor Relations Department at investorrelations@alexion.com.
 
Participants in the Solicitation
 
Alexion, AstraZeneca and certain of their directors, executive officers and employees may be deemed participants in the solicitation of proxies from
Alexion shareholders in connection with the proposed transaction. Information regarding the persons who may, under the rules of the SEC, be deemed
participants in the solicitation of the shareholders of Alexion in connection with the proposed transaction, including a description of their direct or indirect
interests, by security holdings or otherwise, will be set forth in the proxy statement/prospectus or proxy statement when it is filed with the SEC.
Information about the directors and executive officers of Alexion and their ownership of Alexion shares is set forth in is set forth in Alexion’s Annual
Report on Form 10-K/A, as previously filed with the SEC on February 16, 2021. Free copies of these documents may be obtained as described in the
paragraphs above.



No Offer or Solicitation

This communication is not intended to and shall not constitute an offer to buy or sell or the solicitation of an offer to buy or sell any securities, or a
solicitation of any vote or approval, nor shall there be any sale of securities in any jurisdiction in which such offer, solicitation or sale would be unlawful
prior to registration or qualification under the securities laws of any such jurisdiction. No offering of securities shall be made, except by means of a
prospectus meeting the requirements of Section 10 of the U.S. Securities Act of 1933, as amended.

Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(d)    Exhibits
   
Exhibit No.  Description
 
104  Cover Page Interactive Data File (embedded within the Inline XBRL document)
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Date: March 15, 2021 ALEXION PHARMACEUTICALS, INC.
  
 By: /s/ Douglas Barry
 Name: Douglas Barry
 Title: Vice President, Corporate Law
  


